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The National Park Service cares for special places saved by the American people so that all may experience our heritage. 
 

 

 
Wildlife 

 

Valley Forge National Historical Park is home to over 1,000 types of plants and animals. 
Seventeen of those are listed by the C ommonw ealth of Pennsylvania as endangered, 
threatened, or rare.  Historic information on the types of animals living in the Valley 
Forge area and how  abundant they w ere during the time of the encampment is scarce 
and comes mostly from letters and other w ritings of the time. 
 
For example, Samuel W hittaker E sq. of nearby Phoenixville, w rote in 1872: “A t the time 
of settlement, w ild turkeys w ere very abundant, and Penn w rote home to E ngland that 
they w eighed from forty to fifty pounds each. W ild pigeons w ere so numerous that they 
could be knocked over w ith clubs, and stones throw n into the flocks could not fail to 
strike some of them.” He also mentions the presence of bears, w ildcats, and w olves.  
 
W ild turkeys, w ild pigeons, bears and w olves now  are gone from the Valley Forge 
landscape. O ther species are still here but, sometimes, in much greater or lesser 
numbers. For example, w hite-tailed deer, rarely encountered during the late 1700s, are 
frequently observed at Valley Forge today. In 2006, the total number of deer w ithin the 
park w as 1,218 individuals, or 244 deer per square mile. T he increasing number of deer 
over the last few  decades is attributed to the elimination of natural predators, such as 
bear and w olves, and the creation of ideal deer habitat in the mix of fields and forests 
typical of the suburban Philadelphia area and the park. 
 
T he impacts of abundant deer can be observed in the forests of M ount Joy next to you. 
A s you look or w alk into the w oods, notice that the understory of ground cover and 
shrubs is completely missing. T his is commonly referred to as a “brow se line”. It is 
w idely accepted that deer have played a major role in altering the type, location, and 
number of plants w ithin our forests. C hanges in the vegetation affect the w ildlife 
dependent on those plants, such as ground and shrub nesting birds. T he park has begun 
to develop a D eer M anagement Plan, scheduled for completion in 2008. 
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